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The Package
For the Student

 Readers 1–8

 Grammar and Language Skills 
1–8

 Primers 1 and 2

 Students’ Smart App 1–8

For the Teacher
 Teachers’ Resource  

Packs 1–8

 Smart Books 1–8

 Teachers’ Portal

Teachers’  
Resource Pack

 lesson plans

 question bank

 worksheets

 sample creative writing 
passages

 reading passages  
for comprehension 

 test papers

 answer key

Reading
  hand-picked and thought-provoking 

prose and poetry  
from classic and modern Indian  
and world literature in English

 

guided and graded literary 
appreciation sections that 
encourage in-depth appreciation 
of the texts

 a play in each Reader from 
Readers 2–8 (Shakespeare  
in Readers 7 and 8)

Words in Use
 equal attention to  

new words, phrases  
and expressions

 focus on building  
a rich and productive 
vocabulary

Teachers’ Portal

 comprehensive support 
for teachers

 interactive forum

 activities for  
language concepts

 FAQs

Gul Mohar
Language for Life

Ninth Edition

Grammar
 twin focus on meaning  

and form

 concepts introduced  

simple explanations  
and practice exercises

 exam topics with a focus  
on common errors  
in usage (6–8)
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Key Points

 rich selection of texts and poems from the  

 questions that explore the writer’s style and craft (6–8)
NEW

 

 more classic poems

 systematically planned grammar syllabus  
with revision of important topics

 comprehensive teacher support

 animations for all texts, poems and plays 
NEW

 AR elements to bring the texts and poems to life  
in the classroom NEW

Dictionary Work
 emphasis on  

language building  
and accurate usage

 mini-dictionary  
for easy reference

 digitally mapped to the Reader

 

for all texts and poems

 presentations and picture galleries

 interactive tasks

 helpful tips and reference material 

 a variety of other resources

Smart Book

 mapped to the English Language curriculum

 learning outcomes across language skill areas  
listed clearly in every unit

 a variety of unseen reading passages to develop  
and strengthen reading skills

  
speaking and listening

 digital support, including audio tracks,  
for Speech Practice, Functions and Reading Aloud

 exam-style practice in Reading,  
Grammar and Words, Oral skills and Writing

 graded attention to accuracy by way of Spelling, 
Punctuation and Dictation

 integration of language with life skills  
and research skills

Gul Mohar Grammar  
and Language Skills

Listening/Speaking
 

communication

 complete audio support

Writing
 variety of tasks for creative 

writing in a range of forms

 graded and fully guided 
with model formats  
in real-life situations
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There was once a king who had a golden bird in a golden 
cage. Every day, someone in the palace gave her food  
and water and groomed her fine, yellow feathers.  
And each day, the bird sang for the king.

But as time passed, the king began to feel sorry for  
the bird. ‘It’s not right,’ he thought, ‘to hold a bird  
in a cage.’ So, he told his men to set her free.

The men took the cage deep into the forest, set it down, 
opened the door and went away.

The golden bird hopped out. She looked around her. 
She was hungry.

After a while, she saw a monkey swinging from a tree. 

“Hello there!” said the monkey. “Who are you?”

The bird tossed her head and said, “I’m the golden bird.” 

“I can see you’re new to the forest,” said the monkey. “Do you want to see the best 
places to feed?”

“What can a monkey teach me?” replied the bird. “And you have such a funny face. 
Have you seen my beautiful beak?” she added. 

“Do as you like!” said the monkey, as he swung off into the trees. 

Sometime later, the golden bird heard a hissing noise in the grass and saw a snake.
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“Well, hello,” hissed the snake. “Who are you?” 
“I’m the golden bird,” replied the bird. 
 “Come, let me show you the forest,” said the snake

“No,” said the bird. “What can a snake teach me? And you have  
a hissing voice. Do you know I sing beautifully?” 
“Very well,” hissed the snake and he slithered away.

Just then, something moved in the tree in front of the bird. She looked  
up and saw a chameleon. He was the same colour as the tree trunk.

   “You must be the golden bird. When I’m in danger, I do something wonderful.  
Let me show you…” said the chameleon.  
“No, thanks,” replied the bird. “What could a lizard like you teach me? Don’t you 
wish you had golden feathers like me?”

“Well, I tried to help you,” muttered the chameleon and darted away.

Suddenly, the golden bird saw a large eagle above  
the forest. The other animals too spotted the eagle.  
The monkey hid among the leaves 
of the trees. The snake slid into the 
deepest part of the ground. The 
chameleon also stayed quite still.  
No one could see him!

The golden bird was scared of the eagle and wanted to fly away 
fast. She flapped her wings but they were weak. She had never 
used them in the king’s palace, and now she could not fly.

“Please help me someone!” she cried.

At that moment, the golden bird felt something like 
a rope pulling her into some bushes. It was the snake. 
Then, a long, hairy arm lifted her up into a tree. It was 
the monkey.
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“Don’t move!” whispered the chameleon and pushed her into the centre of a large, 
yellow flower. “The eagle won’t see you there.” The golden bird was just the colour 
of the flower.

The eagle did not see her and flew straight past her.

“How can I thank you all?” exclaimed the bird. “You saved my life!”

“You can sing for us,” replied the animals kindly.

From then on, the monkey, the snake and the chameleon looked after the golden 
bird. And she sang her beautiful song for them every day.
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phrases
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prepositional phrases
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collocations
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time phrases

first-person narrative with linkers
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poem recitation
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The world is round and
Deep and cool.
The bottom of the
World’s a pool
With just enough room
For a frog alone.

The walls of the world
Are of stone on stone.
At the top of the world,
When I look up high,
I can see a star in a
Little round sky.

A Frog in a Well
Alice Schertle
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List of characters
•  Story-teller •  Mrs Barn Owl •  Plop
•  Mr Barn Owl •  Little Boy

Scene 1

Story-teller: Plop is a baby barn owl who lives with his mother and father at the top 
of a tall tree in a field. Plop is fluffy with a heart-shaped ruff and enormous, round 
eyes. But, there is one strange thing about him—he is very afraid of the dark. 

Mrs Barn Owl: Plop, you can’t be afraid of the dark. Owls are never afraid  
of the dark. We are night birds!

Plop (looking down at his toes and mumbling): I don’t want to be a night bird. I want  
to be a day bird.

Mr Barn Owl (firmly): You are what you are.

Plop: What I are* is afraid of the dark.

Story-teller: Mrs Barn Owl is very worried. She tries to think how best she can help 
Plop not to be afraid.

New Words
���ruff: coloured ring of feathers around the neck of a bird
���night birds: birds that are active at night, like owls and  
nightingales ���mumbling: speaking in a low voice which is 
not clear and is difficult to understand ���firmly: in a strong 
manner ��*What I are...: The correct usage here should be  
“ What I am...” Since Plop is a baby owl, he does not know the 
correct way of saying it.

Mrs Barn Owl: You are only afraid of the dark because you don’t 
know about it.

Plop: It is black and I don’t like it. I do not like it AT ALL. 
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Mrs Barn Owl: Well, dark can be a lot of other colours. I don’t think you know  
anything about the dark at all.

Plop (loudly): Dark is nasty.

Mrs Barn Owl: You don’t know that. You’ve never had your beak outside  
the nest-hole after dusk. I think you had better go down now and find out more about 
the dark. 

Story-teller: Plop climbs out of the nest-hole and wobbles along the branch outside. 
He peeps over the edge. 

Plop: I cannot land very well. I might spill myself. 

Mrs Barn Owl: Your landing will improve with practice. Look! There’s a little boy 
down there on the edge of the wood. Go and talk to him. 

Scene 2

Story-teller: Plop shuts his eyes, takes a deep breath and falls off his branch.  
His small white wings carry him down. However, he cannot land properly  
and does some very fast somersaults past the little boy.

Little boy: A giant Catherine-wheel!

New Words
���nasty: unkind; mean ���wobbles: moves unsteadily  
���spill: here, fall ���landing: the act of coming to the 
ground after moving through the air 
���Catherine-wheel: a type of a firework that rotates 
quickly and produces sparks and coloured flame
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Plop (picking himself up): Actually, I am an owl. 

Little boy: Oh yes! Of course, you couldn’t be a firework. Daddy says we can’t have 
the fireworks until it gets dark. Oh, I wish it would hurry up and get dark soon. 

Plop (amazed): You want it to get dark?

Little boy: Oh yes, DARK IS EXCITING. And tonight is especially exciting  
because we are going to have fireworks. 

Plop: What are fireworks? I don’t think owls have them.

Little boy: Oh, they are rockets, flying saucers, and sparklers. Daddy sets fire to their 
tails and they whoosh into the air and fill the sky with coloured stars. Some burst  
into showers of stars and some whizz around your head. I am only allowed to hold 
the sparklers. 

Plop: I think I would like fireworks.

Little boy: I am sure you would. You can watch the fireworks from the top of a tree. 
You can look out as soon as it gets dark…

Plop: Does it have to be dark? 

Little boy: Of course it does! You can’t see fireworks unless it is dark. Well, I must 
go now. Goodbye!

Plop: Goodbye! 

Scene 3
Story-teller: Plop flutters up to the landing branch and dives into his nest-hole. 

Plop (to his mother): The little boy says DARK IS EXCITING. I still do not like  
it at all. But, I am going to watch the fireworks—if you will sit beside me. 

New Words
���picking himself up: standing up after falling ���DARK IS EXCITING: The little boy believes 
that darkness is very exciting because something as interesting and dazzling as fireworks 
can take place only when it is dark. The little boy is very eager to watch the fireworks against 
the night sky. ��rockets, flying saucers, sparklers: different types of fireworks ���showers 
of stars: the firecrackers burst in such a way that they looked like stars sprinkling down from 
the sky ���flutters: flies by flapping or beating his wings quickly and lightly
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Mrs Barn Owl: Yes, I will sit by you.

Mr Barn Owl: So will I.

Story-teller: When it begins to get dark, Plop takes brave little steps out of the nest-
hole and joins his parents. They sit on a big branch at the top of the tree. There are 
flames leaping and crackling at the end of the boy’s garden. WHOOSH goes a rocket 
and sprinkles out a shower of green stars and a fountain of stars spring up from the 
ground. Another one goes whizzing about leaving bright trails of squiggles behind.

Plop: Oooh! That’s a flying saucer. 

Mr Barn Owl: You seem to know a lot. What’s that fizzy one that keeps jigging up 
and down?

Plop: That’s my friend with a sparkler. Look! That’s a Catherine-wheel. The Little 
Boy thought I was a Catherine-wheel when I landed on the ground from the tree. 

Mr Barn Owl: Well, that must have been quite a landing!

Story-teller: Plop spends the night watching the display of fireworks with his  
parents. He loves watching them but still isn’t sure if he likes the dark. 

            Read ‘The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark’ to find out what  
happens next.

 An extract from ‘The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark’ by Jill Tomlinson

Jill Tomlinson was a British writer who is well-known for her animal stories  
for children. She began writing stories after studying Journalism.

New Words
���trails: here, marks left behind by the fireworks  
���squiggles: a short line of fireworks which has curls 
and loops ��ήùĆŹŹű͢ here, full of energy; lively  
���jigging: dancing in a fast and lively manner

116116

NGM_Reader_Reprint_C03.indb   116 29-10-2019   11:35:52

Orie
nt 

Blac
kS

wan

Orient BlackSwan
Sticky Note
Values



Understanding the Text

A  Say true or not true. Write T for true and NT for not true.

 1. Plop was afraid of the dark because he thought it was black and nasty. 

 2.  Plop made a smooth landing on the ground when he flew out of his  
nest-hole. 

 3.  Plop wanted to watch the fireworks in the dark after talking to  
the little boy. 

 4. Plop’s father was not amazed to see how Plop identified the fireworks. 

 5. Plop enjoyed watching the fireworks with his parents. 

B  Answer these questions.

 1. “You can’t be afraid of the dark. Owls are never afraid of the dark.”
  a. Who said these words?
  b. Who was afraid of the dark? 
  c. Why did the speaker say that owls are never afraid of the dark?

 2. “Oh yes, DARK IS EXCITING.”
  a. Who said these words and to whom?
  b. Why did the speaker find darkness exciting?
  c. What did the speaker do after this?

 3. “That must have been quite a landing!”
  a. Who said these words and to whom?
  b. When did the speaker say these words? 
  c. Why did the speaker say these words?

C  Answer these questions in your own words.

 1.  Do you think Plop will not be afraid of the dark anymore?  
Why do you think so?

 2.  The little boy and his family love fireworks. But, they are also very careful 
with them. Underline the lines from the text which tell you that they are 
careful with fireworks.  
How should you be careful while handling fireworks?
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Enjoying the Text
1.  What do these lines from the text tell us about Plop?  

Choose the correct answer.

� bbL�� šWhat I are is afraid of the dark.”
  a.  Plop is a lovely little owl who is not ashamed to talk about his fears.
  b. Plop is an angry little owl who always complains. 

� bLL�� šWhat are fireworks? I don’t think owls have them.”
  a. Plop always asks questions to strangers.
  b.  Plop hears of a strange new thing and wants to know more about it.

 iii. “But, I am going to watch the fireworks.”
  a.  Plop is brave enough to come out in the dark and look at the fireworks 

because he is curious about them. 
  b.  Plop wants to like the darkness and look at the fireworks when it’s dark. 

2.  What role does the Story-teller have in the play Afraid of the Dark?  
Tick (9) the suitable answers.

� D�� �7KH�6WRU\�WHOOHU�WHOOV�WKH�UHDGHUV�ZKDW�WKH\�FDQQRW�VHHŝKRZ�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�
is saying something, what the character is doing while saying something 
and so on.

 b. The Story-teller is a character in the play.
 c.  The Story-teller gives details about what the characters are doing when 

they are not saying anything, or not speaking to one another. 

Grammar and Usage >>> will to express future time 

Read these sentences.

�� Your landing will improve with practice.
�� Yes, I will sit by you.

In these sentences, will is used to show that someone plans to do something. The action will 
happen in the future—soon, tomorrow, next week, in a month and so on.

Answer these questions using will. Use the words in brackets for help.

1. Can I meet the doctor now, please?
 Sorry, he’s not free now. (meet you tomorrow)
 He will meet you tomorrow.
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2. Has Babu finished the painting? 
 No, he hasn’t. He _________________________ . (in ten days)

3. Are all the actors in the play here? 
 Yes, some are here and the _________________________ . (others here soon)

4. Is Amiya going to Gangtok?
 Yes, she _________________________ . (next week)

5. How will they go to Chandigarh from Agra? 
 _________________________ . (bus)

6. Do you think it will rain?
 On the news they said it _________________________ . (rain heavily)

Words in Use >>> homophones

Read these sentences.

�� Plop is fluffy with a heart-shaped ruff and enormous, round eyes.
��  Plop had a rough landing when he fell off the tree branch to meet the boy.

The words in colour ruff and rough are said in the same way. But their spellings  
ÁĢà�ġäÁĢĆĢúŉ�ÁŅä�àĆƅäŅäĢő͠

A   Choose the correct words from the brackets to complete these sentences. 

 1. I have never (scene / seen) fireworks. Have you?

 2.  I am going (two / to) read a book after I finish my homework.

 3.  Please (right / write) me a letter from all the cities  
you visit.

 4. We just (won / one) (hour / our) first cricket match!

 5.  Saira has baked a delicious (desert / dessert) for all 
of us.

 6. Gurjit read the letter (allowed / aloud) before everyone. 

 7. The door always (creeks / creaks) when we try to pull it open.
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 >>> odd one out 

B   Circle the odd word in each of these sets. Say why the word is the odd one.

 1. rocket flying saucer star sparkler

 2. flutter dance fly flap

 3. excited frightened afraid scared

 4. brave fearless unhappy unafraid

 5. crow dove sparrow owl

Writing >>> conversation

Complete this conversation between Plop and the Little Boy in your own words.

Plop: Hello, friend. 

Little Boy:  Hello, Plop. How are you? Did you see the fireworks that day?

Plop:  Yes, I saw them with my parents. It was 1._________________________

____________________________________________________________ .

Little Boy: Did you find them exciting? What 2. _____________________________?

Plop:  We saw a few of them. 3. ______________________ and 4.____________

___________________________. My father also asked which firework  
5. ______________________________. I said it was you with a sparkler. 

Little Boy:  That is so funny! Just how I thought you were a Catherine-wheel.  

But tell me, are you 6. _________________________________________? 

Plop:  I don’t know that. But I loved the fireworks. I wish I could  
7. ___________________________________________________________ . 

Little Boy:  That is really nice. I am sure 8. ___________________________________

____________________________________________________________ .

Plop:  Thank you, my friend. You told me all about fireworks and because  

of that I 9.____________________________________________________ . 
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